Shading

Shading is a
technique that
artists use to give the
illusion of a 3-D form
on a 2-D surface.

It creates form by
showing areas of
light and shadow. The
artist typically begins
with the light areas
then works towards
the dark shades.

The Art of Light and Line Black and white photography

In black and white photography, distracting colours
are replaced with tones of grey. This helps the viewer
to concentrate on other aspects, such as line, shape,
tone, form, texture, pattern and composition. Black
and white photographs make dramatic pieces because
they enhance the contrast between dark and light
spaces. Shadows and strong lines can also create
abstract images.

Continuous line drawing

Continuous line drawings are made by keeping a pen or
pencil in contact with the paper for the duration of the
drawing. These drawings help artists to develop their
observational skills because they have to look carefully at
what is in front of them.
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Pen and ink

Pen and ink can

be used as an
alternative to pencil.
The deep colour

of the ink allows

the artist to create
strong areas of
contrast. Shading
techniques can be used with an ink wash. Using an ink
wash means applying ink with water and a paintbrush.
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Pablo Picasso

Pablo Picasso was a
Spanish painter who lived
from 1881 to 1973. He
used many artistic styles,

Drawing on black paper

When artists draw
on black paper, they

including the continuous Rembrandt typically shade in
line technique. He would reverse, from pitch
take a complex subject Rembrandt black to medium

and simplify it into one
unbroken line.
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Reproduction of Pablo Picasso’s Dog

Harmenszoon van
Rijn, simply known
as Rembrandt, was

a Dutch painter who
lived in the 17th
century. He had a
love of line drawings.
Many of his pieces
were created using
pen and ink.

The Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt
Harmenszoon van Rijn, c1642

grey to bright white
marks. They do

this because the
black paper already
provides the dark
sections. These
drawings create
dramatic contrasts
between black

and white.
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The Art of Light and Line
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