Dear Parents and Carers,
This half-term, our class will be focusing on developing our Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs). KIRFs are core mathematical skills designed to build computational speed and confidence. The goal is for children to recall these facts instantly within 3 to 5 seconds and without needing to count out loud or use their fingers.
Because we run a mixed-age classroom, we are tailoring targets to ensure every child is perfectly challenged:
• Year 1 Target: Mastering Number Bonds to 10 (e.g. knowing instantly that 7 + 3 = 10, or 10 - 4 = 6).
• Year 2 Target: Mastering Doubles and Halves up to 20 (e.g. instantly knowing double 7 is 14, or half of 18 is 9).
How You Can Help at Home:
Regular, short bursts of practice are far more effective than long study sessions. Try incorporating these fun games into your daily routines:
• Kitchen Ping-Pong: Call out a number. For Year 1, they shout back the matching pair to make 10. For Year 2, tell
them to double it or half it before your kitchen timer rings!
• Interactive Online Fun: Use the free online game 'Hit the Button' https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  Select 'Number Bonds' for Year 1 or 'Doubles/Halves' for Year 2.
• Everyday Math: While slicing pizza, setting the table, or counting toys, ask: 'If we have 6 forks, how many more do we need to make 10?' or 'If I give you half of these 12 grapes, how many do you get?'
Thank you for your continued partnership in supporting your child's mathematical growth!
Warm regards,
Mrs Monk and Mrs MacDonald.
